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I am deeply concerned with the pending antidumping and countervailing duty imposed on
uncoated groundwood paper from Canada. The newspaper industry, the largest consumer of
uncoated groundwood paper, relies upon this input to provide information to millions of
Americans every day. For generations, people have turned to their local newspapers to stay
informed on news and events, purchase a car or a home, and to find work opportunities. Local
companies and small businesses also use newspapers to reach potential customers. A paper of
record for my home of Pinellas County, Florida, the Tampa Bay Times, serves as a vital source
of information for my constituents, helping to foster a feeling of community and informing us of
the local issues impacting our lives that may not make national headlines.
Tariffs on Canadian paper are damaging the bottom lines of U.S. newspapers. In the face of
paper tariffs of upwards of 32%, the drastically steep rise in the price of paper will make it
harder for many to stay afloat.
Let me be clear: I agree with the Commerce Department’s mission of improving our trade
balances, including with Canada, and of increasing domestic manufacturing. However, an
unnecessary trade war with some of our closest partners has real, negative consequences on our
economy, and the newspaper industry in particular. The Tampa Bay Times recently announced
that 50 employees were laid off due to the paper tariffs, a story familiar to many of my
colleagues in Congress. Shrinking newsrooms at a time when thoughtful, credible reporting is
needed most leaves us all worse off as a society. I joined bipartisan members from both the
Senate and the House to introduce the PRINT ACT, blocking tariffs imposed on imported
newsprint unless the Administration can show its actions will not hurt our domestic newspaper
printing and publishing industry.
I respectfully ask that you take into account the vital importance of the newsprint industry and
the damaging effects of these tariffs on both the economy and our access to information when
making a final decision on paper tariffs. Thank you for your time and attention.

